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Textile waste is a global problem, with the fashion industry producing

The Mend-a-thon was a great success! 14
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Community Partnership Conclusion and Next Steps

e By providing a space for people to learn about and experience
active non-traditional conservation, we not only preserve the skills
humans have depended on for the majority of our existence, but
open new doors of expression for underserved people through

My goal with this project was to host a Mend-a-Thon event to
combart this issue and help my community by:

e Repairing clothes with minor damage destined for the landfill

e Donating the mended clothes to people who may not be able to
afford them otherwise

e | worked with Kristin Fortier and Susan Amy Hunter at the

Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM), as well as many other
volunteers on this project.

: Windham Area Interfaith Ministry is a community non-profit access to a wider and more unique wardrobe.
Plan NiNg whose mission is to uplift and unite the community by providing e Several volunteers expressed interest in attending more events like
Before the event could happen, a lof of caring services to their neighbors with dignity and respect. Igisinofr;]ee, Sﬂ;’:j' as more people who couldn’t aftend but would like
[HREAD CITY @ yVAIM work had fo be Fjone: e The folks at WAIM helped by providing me with a venue, a donation | :
=i | o | made a rubric to help volunteer e We are hoping to host several more Mend-a-thons, making them ¢

== scademy \IEND-A-THON sorters recognize the clothes that system, and their knowledge and expertise. bi-yearly or yearly event, so keep an eye out!
e A few of the volunteers brought their own sewing and mending

supplies and clothing donations to the event.

needed mending
ENCOURAGED TOBRING | HELPTO FIGHT e Worked with volunteers to collect

THEIR OWN CLOTHES IN CLOTHING WASTE!

NEED OF MENDING TO additional CIOThing donations

DONATE! MEND CLOTHES!

Q) ez ROP IN WHEN YOU CAN: e Designed and distributed an event
e PO IR, poster fo various businesses, libraries,
INTEREST IN SEWING! church sewing circles, and community

e social media pages around the county

e Gathered the following supplies for the
X o : event: thread, sewing machines,
et AN SN b darning supplies, patches, needles,
e sCissors, pins, an iron and ironing board, T : (ot WL
extension cords, and refreshments. Left: Silas gathering mended clothing items after the Mend-a-Thon, Center: Connecticut
towns (in blue) that are serviced by WAIM, Right: Silas Brassard, Kristin Fortier, and Molly

Event promotional poster Daigle during a four of WAIM.
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