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Assessing and Increasing Community Bear Knowledge
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If You Encounter a Black Bear

e However, 82.8% of participants said that they never report bear sightings 1o CT
Department of Energy & Environmental Protection (CT DEEP) (Fig 2, bottom left).

e If you see a bear before it notices you, don't
approach. Stand still, enjoy the moment, then
quietly move away.

e If a bear sees you, back away slowly. Never run;

How confident participants are in their knowledge on how to running may trigger a chase response.
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Half of the time
1.4%

Some of the time
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information on how to avoid bear conflicts. Bears have adapted to living near
people; now it's up to us to adapt to living near bears.

my community.
My project goals were:
Goal 1: Survey my community on their bear awareness.

Burlington Fig 2. (Top Left) Chart of participants

confidence on how to safely live with
bears. (Top Right) Chart of approximate
number of bears participants have seen
in the past year. (Bottom Left) Chart of
how often participants report bears to
CT DEEP.

& CTGOV giate website

Six At-Home BearWise Basics

Never Feed or Approach Bears
Intentionally feeding bears or allowing them to find anything that smells or tastes

like food teaches bears to approach homes and people looking for more. Bears will
defend themselves if a person gets too close, so don't risk your safety and theirs!

Goal 2: Analyze the survey data to detfermine my community's level of bear
awareness.

Secure Food, Garbage and Recycling

Food and food odors attract bears, so don’t reward them with easily available food,
liquids or garbage.

None of the time
82.8%

Remove Bird Feeders When Bears Are Active

Goal 3: Develop an educational program to educate my community on
gaps in community bear knowledge.

Birdseed and grains have lots of calories, so they're very attractive to bears.
Removing feeders is the best way to avoid creating conflicts with bears.

Surveying My Community Help Us Learn To develop a meaningful Connecticut black bear awareness survey and e The number of bears in CT is increasing and this
e | creafed a community survey with multiple ARG R educafional curriculum, | partnered and consulted with wildlife biologists means more people are having interactions with
choice questions that covered: Awareness: and researchers: . cears. o
o> How often participants interacted with bears o Sydney Qreenfield (UConn N.o’rurol Resourges EhD S’rudenjr) studying e The maqjority of people don't report peor ;lgh’rlngs,
o How parficipants felt about these interactions changes in black bear foraging and behavior in CT over time. so CT DEEP numbers are an underestimation.
o | =" o Jenna Lopardo from the CT Department of Energy and Environmental e From my survey, | learned that most people have
o Parficipants” knowledge on bear satety ot Protection, Wildlife Division. some basic knowledge about bears, but often
e |spread the Google Form survey throughout i i b To provide an accessible educational workshop to community members in don’t realize how trash cans and bird feeders can
my community by sharing it with my school, community a community with high human-bear interactions, | also partnered with the lead to bear conflict.
oublic library, and on social media. i ighschoosudertand. Burlington Public Library, who provided/helped: e CT DEEP and BearWise have amazing resources on
e | gathered responses for 2 months in December i o Space to host my community bear awareness presentation, and how to live with bears, and they can be better
Resources Conservation o Spread the word about my event used to educate the public if more people were

2024 and January 2025. Acedemy (nrea.uconn.ed) QR code to the

aware that these resources are there. BearWise website.

Creating a Community Presentation

e Utilizing the information | gained in
my survey, | developed a
community presentation to address

the gaps in bear aware knowledge

for members of my community.

e | held my presentation at the
Burlington Public Library on 3/26/25.

How to Live with Bears

Thank you to Molly Daigle, my Difference Maker Mentor who guided me through my project, Sydney
Greenfield for providing important information that helped me with my project, my community who
helped me by participating in my survey, my advisor Dr. Mitchell who supported me throughout the
program, to the Burlington Public Library, and my family who encouraged me to follow my interests.
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