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ABSTRACT EDUCATIONAL SURVEY PLAN FOR SCHOOL
One third of Connecticut landfills contain material that is biodegradable. By To evaluate the viewpoints of students on composting in Hamden High COMPOSTING SYSTEM

composting this material, we will not only reduce the amount of waste in these School, | created and distributed an educational survey. | asked 937 . .
landfills, but also make a useful product that can reduce fertilizer use in local students in my school who take a science class (grades 9-12) to take the M_y COIILING; partn_er, I W|II|_am
gardens. survey. They were asked 6 questions... EITEOH, and_l plal_q on 'mplementing the

Nevertheless, many are unaware of the issue related to waste and the befits new composting bins in the S.ChOOI
of composting. In Hamden High School, there are only about two clubs an 1. Do you know about composting? cc_)urtyaro_l. The new compostmg System
classes, (Green House Club and Green Connections Class) devoted to will CQHSIS'[ of four 4'CUb'F yard
addressing various environment issues. Day after day, | would observe the 2. Do you think composting Is important? Why or why not? contffuners.. 07 SEmSIEHEI, He el
these groups try and get people to join these clubs and classes to educate working with th_e green house club and
students about these different environmental problems, yet no one seemed to 3. Do you think composting would be a good way to help the school Slieeh Connectlpns classe§ 26wl g
care. | have also noticed few students eating the fruits and vegetables in the save money and create healthier lunch foods? ol s_tudents, .'f they are interested. We
cafeteria, as the fruit and vegetables do not look as fresh t=as they could be. alsonwiliibessetlingipischooliassemblies
This lack of interest in the environmental issues and understanding of benefits 4. Would you ever consider composting at home? Why or why not? for io Balcale students_on _the . .
of the environmental solution (e.g. fresh produced from compost soil) led to the |_mportance of composting in their daily
unsuccessful implementation of a composting program previously at Hamden 5. Do you already compost at home? lives as well as make them aware of the
High School. | realized that if we set up composting bins again, proper ewicempostingisystemiatischeol;
education of the students of Hamden High o the importance and benefits of the 6. Would you be willing to help the school with a composting project if
composting programs needed for this program to be successful. given a chance?

We plan to start a composting program at our school to help educate the
students about composting, help our school reduce waste, and help the The results to the survey questions are shown below. Most people did
environmental clubs with their green house by giving them fresh soil to grow know about composting but some did not understand the importance or
the school’s fruits and vegetables. To ensure the success of this program | (1) care about school or home composting. What surprised me was how many
helped prepare a grant proposal, (2) developed the composting set up, (3) people were interested In participating in the composting program, if given
educated my peers. the opportunity. This may be an important way to further education on

composting in the future.
| followed up this survey with a composting demonstration to help

INTRODUCTION educate my peers on its importance and benefits (see photos to the right).

In the small state of, Connecticut, there are 21 landfills and about 30% of
waste we send to these landfills is some kind of organic material. Weather it
may be paper to banana peels. Through composting, this biodegradable
material could be used to make better soil, which then can be used in home
gardens or for other purposes rather than merely occupying landfills.
Composting can also reduce the use of fertilizers. Fertilizers have harmful
chemicals in them that can harm our animal life. The chemicals can get into the
waters wildlife drink from and live in, which could potentially kill them. Also
these chemicals could harm your body to if it gets into our drinking waters.
Reducing fertilizer use is good for both the health of us and the health of the
environment. We could protect our wildlife better ad keep each other safe from
Incoming harm.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Educate my fellow students about the problem with food waste and the
Importance/benefits of composting to ensure success of future
composting program.

. Help submit a grant proposal to secure funding for composting program.

m YES newspaper and copy paper). You should not feed them any spicy foods,
foods with artificial flavors or chemicals mixed in, bagged food citrus,
mNO any dairy products, or processed foods.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

We plan on making this project last for years to come and not just last the 2
years | have left of at Hamden High School. My partner plans to continue
educating future students who come to Hamden High School about
composting and how to help the keep our environment safe and clean. We

|(Left) Presenting the composting demonstration to students of Hamden
—— e ==1High School. (Right) These are red wiggler worms. They are the type of
~_lworms we will use in our composting bins. They eat fruits, vegetables, |
— ' breads and popcorn (whole grain is the best for them), and paper (e.g.

. Help develop composting system at Hamden High School. TOTAL PERCENT can start building the composting bins this spring and start educating
students now. It is just a matter of when the school can let us set up
Hamden High School Composting Bin Budgel assemblies for the students. This composting bin project may just be an idea

PROPOSAL Suppics o areoneraiee right now, but we are going to make this idea a reality.

To be able to carry out the Composting Thermometer 5298
composting program, we first need Industial scal $12000
funding. | developed the budget to 6 compost ollection continers 56982 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS _ _ |
oresent to the Board of Education to 6 e ok e coss I Wo_uld like to thank my partner, Mr. Hamson, who helpeq make this project a
show the cost of supplies needed to Soce 224 X8 ACQ edtod e 0o re_allty. Also, Dr. Laura Cisneros for helping me and keeping me on track with
make this project. To prepare this 1 s 525" 61 16 past b 1000 B YES this project when | was lost on what to do. Also, .the people at NRCA Who_
budget (see budget to the right) | went ocs. 44 x 16 ACQ eated lumber - S fhe_lectec_ me go come into this program. If they dl_d not,_ | would not be dqlng
to my local supplies store, Home lbs. 12D gavanized nais e IS Proj ec_t or h_ave the opportunity to pres_ent this project. vaould last I|I§e to
Depot, and of items things we will 481 % mosh & wide harduare doh <1207 thank my little sister, who hoped me out with the demonstration composting
need to create this composting bin(s). 5-3 hinges 5298 bin while | gone away to UCONN for a week.
This budget was also included in a 5- 5. handles 5298
grant proposed to the Recycle CT 10 sfey gat hoks 5261 REFERENCES
Foundation. Totdl cost $1.227.15 http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/how-fertilizers-harm-earth/

http://environment.gov.ab.ca/edu/activities/compost/WhyCompost.htm



