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INTRODUCTION

Aquatic Invasive Species have been an ongoing problem in Crystal 

Lake in Ellington, CT and have taken over large areas. The Crystal 

Lake Association (CLA) continues to spend time and money to try to 

eliminate this problem. They have used a variety of techniques, from 

installing lake bottom beds to harvest suctioning. The problem started 

when people brought in these non-native plant species (such as on 

boat propellers); I wondered how much the residents knew about this 

issue and how could we teach them more. 

Keeping the lake a safe and clean place for all lake-goers is a 

community's job. In order to keep the community informed on the 

species present in the lake, as well as what the CLA is doing to help, I 

made a brochure (Fig. C.) with relevant information. With the help of my 

community partner, I plan to place these brochures at boat docks and 

public beaches around the lake during the summer time. This will keep 

the community more informed on how they themselves can help to 

make the lake a better place. By increasing awareness of the ongoing 

problems of invasives we hope to make it a group effort to keep the 

lake an enjoyable place for everyone. 

CONCLUSION
Aquatic invasive species have been a problem for years in Crystal Lake. 

Hopefully, this project increases awareness of the problem in the lakeside 

community. The brochure informs readers how to identity an invasive plant and 

what steps they can take to keep the lake clear of unwanted aquatic plants. 

By placing informative brochures in public spaces in the summer, such as 

boat docks, people will hopefully will take time to read some of them and learn 

how they can protect the lake. This is a community project that requires 

persistent effort. I hope this project conveys issue importance and instills 

community responsibility to keep the lake safe and clear of invasive aquatic 

plants. 
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Fig. A. This type of milfoil is known as variable leaf milfoil 
and is prominent in many areas of the lake. 
Fig. B. Photo of me collecting mud-mat that is covering 
the lake bottom
. 
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SURVEY METHODS

I surveyed residents living around Crystal 

Lake to gauge how informed they were about 

aquatic invasive species in the lake and its 

impacts. I also sought to determine people’s 

actions to protect against transporting invasive 

plants with their boats.

Steps:

1. I wrote out a Google Survey with 10 questions.

2. I assembled email addresses of residents that 

lived in the Crystal Lake area and sent out the 

survey.

3. Responses were tallied. The following chart 

illustrates how they responded to an 

awareness question.

Are you familiar with aquatic   

invasive plants? 
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Fig. C. Brochure
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